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Planning provisions

General Plan = POLICIES

Actions & decisions must be consistent with the
General Plan

Refer to General Plan for guidance

Adopted 2006

What is the County’s VISION for the next 20
years?
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What is the County’s VISION for the next 20 years?

County Ordinances = REGULATIONS

What can | do on my land?
What standards or requirements apply to my
project (development or use)?
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Mountain Preserve

Mountain General

Public Domain
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Agriculture exclusive

17.40.010

Cha 17.40

AGRICULTURE EXCLUSIVE ZONE (AEZ)

Sections:
17.40.010 Agriculture exclusive zons (AEZ).
17.40.010 Agriculture exclusive zone (AEZ) .

The Agriculture Exclusive Zone (AEZ) as designated on the
Mariposa County land use map, is applied to land considered to be

most desirable for agriculture use. The purpose is to pressrve
the agricultural industry of Mariposa County as a viable sconomic
activity.

A. Development standards for the AEZ. Development

standards for the AEZ shall be as follows, with the sxpress
provision that any agritourism or agri-nature tourism use shall
comply with all fsderal, state and local laws and regulations.
In this code, agritourism and agri-nature tourism are subjesct to
the same standards and regulations:

1. Uses:
a. Permitted uses: Ranching and commercial
vineyards and orchards, nurseries, greenhouses, wineries,
processing plants for products grown on-site (not including

dairies), ssasonal sale of agricultural products grown on-sits
from roadside stands or produce stands, permansnt facilitiss for
sale of and /or tasting rooms for agricultural preducts produced
or procsssed on-site in accordance with the standards sstablished
by Section 17.108.070, u-pick operations, collaborative sales of
agricultural products in accordance with state and federal
standards, agricultural homestays 1in accordance with standards
established by Section 17.40.010.A.4 and in conjunction with the
primary agriculture production use of the property, Bed and
Breakfasts and Transient Rentals which are managsd by psrmanent
on-site managers in accordance with the standards of section
17.108.180; collaborative agri-nature tourism events, horseback
riding as an agritourism use, commercial row crops and other
similar agricultural uses when conducted in & manner consistent
with propsr and accepted customs, standards, and practices,
except thoses listed as administrative or conditional uses below;
low density residential and employee housing in accordance with
the density standards of this chapter; accessory buildings and
accessory uses, barns, private stables, farm squipment shelters,
and other out buildings; homs enterprisss, rural home industry,
public schools, public parks and other public facilities, such as
volunteer fire departments, utility transmission and distribution
linss, towers, polss and substations; privats alrstrips and

heliports for personal wuse by the property owner; and
agricultural activities associated with a 4-H and/or FFA project
or projects; and those applicable uses listed under Chapter
17.108. Limited agritourism and agri-nature tourism uses and
activities pursuant to the definitions for agritourism and agri-
nature tourism and in accordance with the development standards
established by Section 17.40.010.A.4 shall be permitted when
conducted in compliance with all of the following:

i. A daily use or activity is limited to no
more than an average of 15 persons per day with a maximum of less
than 106 in any given week (not counting employees). If averages
are used, they must be on a per week basis.

b. Administrative Use Permit uses:

i. Small scale mining in compliance with
applicable standards and regulations pursuant to section
17.108.110. (Oord. 1114 Sec.VI, 2015).

ii. Largesr and more frequent agritourism and
agri-nature tourism uses and activities pursuant to the
definitions, and including but not limited to Collaborative Agri-
Nature Tourism Events, petting zoos of resident animals, and
hunting dog trials when no fire arms are discharged. 211 of the
uses shall be conducted in compliance with all of the following:

. 2 daily use or activity is limited
to no more than an average of 35 persons per day with a maximum
of 250 in any given week (not counting employeses). If averages

are used, they must be on a psr week basis.

. The use or activity is conducted in
accordance with the development standards established by Section
17.40.010.A.4.

. Submittal of an agritourism
facility compliance form to the Mariposa County Planning
Department 1s required annually for reporting of agritourism
activities and events. The report shall include information on
the number of participants, days of activity, and hours of
operation.

Agricultural activities associated with a 4-H and/or FFA
project or projects shall not be subject to an administrative use
permit.

Prior to issuance of an administrative use permit, the use
or activity 1s subject to submittal of proposed use or activity
and site plans for review by County departments and State
agencies as to compliance with applicable laws, policies, codes
and regulations.

Said County department review may determine that proposed
activity or use 1s reguired to obtain a conditional use permit as
defined below in this section.

c. cConditional wuses: Intensive commercial
agricultural uses including but not limited to the following:
commercial hog ranches, livestock feed lots when confinement is
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Zoning - ae zone

Agritourism use:

“Agritourism” means an enterprise located at a working farm
(as defined by Section 52262 ©of the California Food and
Agricultural Code), ranch, or other agricultural operation or
agricultural plant/facility, which 18 conducted fdr the
enjoyment and education of visitors, guests or clients, and that
generates income for the owner/operator. Agritourism is the act
of visiting a working farm/ranch or any agricultural,
horticultural or agricultural operation for the purpose of
enjoyment, education or active involvement in the activities of
the farm/ranch or agricultural operation that also adds to the
economic viability of the agricultural operation. hgriculture
must be the primary use of the land, pursuant to the standards
and criteria established by Section 17.40.010.A.4.a.h.
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Agri-nature tourism use:

“Agri-nature tourism use’” means visitor-oriented
destinations and experiences, which are centered on an
agricultural and/or natural theme. The act of visiting a
working farm (as defined by Section 52262 of the California Food
and Agricultural Code) ; ranch, ol any agricultural,
horticultural, or agribusiness operation, for the purpose of
enjoyment, education, or active involvement in the activities of
the farm or operation and/or activities and experiences taking

place in natural areas that also adds to the economic viability
of the agricultural operation. Agriculture must be the primary
use of the land, pursuant to the standards and criteria
established by Section 17.40.010.A.4.a.h.
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Agricultural homestay:

“Agricultural homestay use” means a business that provides
overnight transient occupancy accommodations in five or fewer
guest rooms with not more than ten (10) guests; and serves meals
at any time to only registered guests, who actively participate
in the <guest’s education and the on-site agricultural
activities. Agricultural homestays are located in the residence
of the property owner or accessory dwelling or other existing
dwelling. (Ord. 1116 8ec.II; 2016; Ords 1074 Ssc.ll, 20187 .
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- General Plan = POLICIES

Actions & decisions must be consistent with the General Plan

County Ordinance = REGULATIONS

PEI MITS

Build or develop
Operate
Allow people to stay
Collect taxes
Cook/Serve Food
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- General Plan = POLICIES

Actions & decisions must be consistent with the General Plan

County Program (State Law)
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